Are You AWARE??

Santa Cruz County is being aerially sprayed for the light brown apple moth (LBAM)   

We will be sprayed for 6 consecutive nights, 8:00 p.m. until early morning, every two months for two (and up to ten) years. When they spray we are to stay indoors, close windows, bring in clothes off the line, and wash down all outdoor play equipment or eating surfaces the next day if we don’t want to be exposed.

The spray, CheckMate LBAM-OLR-F, contains a moth pheromone (the “active” ingredient), and the carrier “cocktail,” a microencapsulation with “inert” (to the moth) ingredients. “Inert” ingredients in pesticides are not regulated, and are not required to be tested! According to Richard Fagerlund, board-certified entomologist from the U. of New Mexico who writes a regular column in the San Francisco Chronicle, “inert” ingredients in pesticides are among the most dangerous, often carcinogenic, substances.

The manufacturer admits no long-term studies have been done on the “inert” ingredients*. Materials mailed to all residents simply state, “No illnesses related to the use of these materials have ever been reported....” An Environmental Impact Report has been exempted and bypassed because the CA Dept of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) has declared an “emergency,” even though the apple moth has apparently been in this area for two years already without deleterious impact.

The Manufacturer’s Materials Safety Data Sheet (MSDS)* for LBAM-OLR-F says “overexposure” TO THE PHEROMONE may cause eye & skin irritation (they put it on the skin & eyes of rabbits), and “Long-term studies on the active ingredients have not been done, however, no adverse effects expected.” 

* http://12.108.1.230/.docs/pg/10094

(Citizens in Monterey County, sprayed with the similar LBAM-F, have reported breathing difficulties, burning in the lungs, headaches, nausea, dizziness, and skin irritation. The LBAM-F Manufacturer’s Warning Label says “Keep Out of Reach of Children. Caution: Harmful if absorbed through the skin. Causes moderate eye irritation. Avoid contact with skin, eyes, or clothing. Harmful if inhaled. Avoid breathing vapor or spray mist.” The Warning Label also states “Environmental Hazard—Do not apply to water or areas where surface water is present.”)

Websites: http://www.indybay.org/santacruz/      www.stopthespray.org      www.LBAMspray.info
THE BOTTOM LINE

“Inert” ingredients have NOT been, nor are they required to be, tested. 

If you object to being sprayed with this, 

CALL THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE, 916-445-2841
