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Can this go into a Letters to the Editor?

To Whom It May Concern:

Important Questions about the Brown Apple Moth and Monterey
1. Is it true that there is presently no problem with the brown apple moth damage in relation to the Monterey pine forests? Hawaii and New Zealand have not had problems for 100s of years and do not even consider these moths a pest. Has the moth damaged something significantly in Monterey?
2.  Is there any evidence of an alarming increase in the moth population?  Some reports say there is none. 
3. By law, the chemical Checkmate is being used to fog the moths, once a month. Is this necessary? It is so powerful that it kills certain aquatic life at one part per billion and no one knows how toxic the ingredients in the spray are for humans because the safety factor in the unborn, infants, children, pregnant women and the elderly has not been an studied. In addition, anyone who has had chemotherapy would also possibly be at more risk because chemicals depress the human and animal immune systems.  
4. If there are less expensive tried and true safe ways to control the moths using baited pheromone sticky traps or irradiation that will sterilize the male moths, why is this not being used to control the moths? 

What can you do? 
1. Before another spraying the hospitals, schools, large factories and busy doctors offices should all be on the day of and after the spraying to determine if there is an exacerbation of any specific illnesses. 

2. There should be an open hot line for the public to notify any way they think they might have been medically harmed after exposure to the spray. 

The Bottom Line:
If there is no emergency or significant harm to ecology, why have the decision makers decided to use a method that is more expensive and not proven to be safe for humans.

Doris J Rapp, MD, 
Clinical Ass’t Prof. Pedi. emeritus at SUNYAB

Board Certified in Allergy, Pediatrics and Environmental Medicine.

Author of Out Toxic World , A Wake Up Call. 

Can this be used as a blog or put on my web site?
Is Aerial Spraying for Brown Apple Moth Safe?
Is it true that there is presently no problem with the brown apple moth damage? The CDFA is said to admit there has been no moth harm to the agricultural eco systems in California.  Hawaii has had these moths for 100 years and does not consider them to be a pest.  New Zealand which had monterey pine trees and nearby moths and  has not had problems for 100s of years  Is there any evidence of a possible economic disaster as some have suggested? 
Is it true there is no evidence of an alarming increase in the moth population?  If there is not, why are they repairing a roof that does not leak?
 By law, the chemical Checkmate LBAM-F is now being used to fog  or aerial spray the moths, once a month. It is a pheromone that interferes with the mating cycle of the moths—but what else is in the chemical mix?  It is so powerful that it kills certain aquatic life at one part per billion. Someone should ask why the EPA gave this chemical an emergency exemption from testing on humans.

No one knows how toxic every component in the spray are for humans because the safety factor in the unborn, infants, children, pregnant women and the elderly has not been studied. Anyone who has had chemotherapy for cancer could possibly be at more risk because their immune systems are depressed.
Where in the Monterey area is it safe to be during and after the spraying? The spray can drift three times further than the CDFA and USDA claim. Just how far can it go?  

Why are less expensive tried and true safe ways not being used to control the moths? Baited pheromone sticky traps or irradiation that will sterilize the male moths could resolve a mother problem.  Why has a method of control that has not been studied for safety been selected ?
What can you do? 
1. Before another spraying contact all hospitals, schools, large factories and busy doctor’s offices should all be on the alert the day after the spraying to determine if there is an exacerbation of any particular illnesses at that time. Also keep records of how long the medical complaints last and if they recur with subsequent spraying. 117 people complained after the September  spraying.
2. Someone should check to see if they feel well and then sick again the next time the city is sprayed .  A special effort should be made to see if babies born nine months after the spraying are normal. Is piperonly butoxide is in a spray to make it last longer, the newborns of pregnant mice have holes in their brains from exposure to this “inert”. 
3. Check your pulse before and after the spraying. If it increases 20 points above normal, the spray might be affecting your heart.  If your blood pressure goes up significantly, again you might need to be concerned.

4. If you have asthma check your breathing using a Peak Flow Meter. It the usual reading drops over 15%, the spray might be affecting your lungs.

5. The blood and urine of those who appear to have been affected should be examined by ACCU CHEM, (972 234 5412), to determine if they have higher levels than normal of the main or the so called “inert” substances in CheckMate. 
6. Physicians in the community should have the laboratory kits so they can obtain fresh blood and urine samples to document the levels in the human body. They need to correlate their findings to any immediate or delayed evidence of physical, emotional or mental illness.
7. A sample of the chemical should be sent to Anderson laboratory  ( 802 295 7344) where they can expose some health mice to document  and video what happens to them after breathing CheckMate. It is possible for some chemical odors from a synthetic carpet to paralyze and then kill a mouse in less than four hours. Are chemicals with this degree of toxicity found in Checkmate?
8.  There should be a hot line for the public to notify any ways they think they might have been harmed.
9. The public should create an E- mail data bank so they can show numbers to the politicians or legislators who are making decisions that might not be right. They should write the judge and the Gov. to reinstitute the ban on this chemical until more is known about the health effects on humans. 
10. If there is significant harm to humans, then those responsible should be held both medically and legally responsible.  Someone who strongly advocates the spraying should be asked why they want it to be done and asked if they have anything personally to gain from the spraying. 
Information About CheckMate
Chemicals can harm any area of the body, and in particular many cause headaches, difficulty thinking clearly, twitches, burning in the mouth and on the skin, numb skin, and extreme fatigue.

The EPA says the ingredients  in CheckMate either have unknown toxicity or state they have sufficient evidence to reasonably conclude that they are safe for humans and the environment. Where are the studies to show this particular product is safe for children and the unborn? Do the aquatic invertebrates such as shrimp and clams not count as part of the environment? They are said to be sensitive at levels of CheckMate at one part per billion.

Ingredients in CheckMate

The California Secretary of Food and Agriculture,  Mr. Kawamura, says the spray is safe. Only the major components in CheckMate were initially released. 
I Polymethylene Polyphenol Isocyanate is listed as a component in CheckMate.  The EPA claims this is in the product but it is not a pesticide. The question is not: Is it a pesticide? The question is : Is this harmful. Has it caused breathing, skin and eyes etc in exposed humans. 
Are the  other components or “Inerts” in CheckMate harmful”? 

Is: 

Butylated hydroxtoluene safe?

Tricapylyl methyl ammonium chloride safe?

Polyvinyl alcohol safe?

Sodium phosphate safe?

Are these really “inert”? Many substances including cosmetics contain known chemicals that cause cancer—but they are listed as “inerts” and fines can be given to those who reveal what details about these known toxic chemicals.
What About the Monterey Decision Makers?
By resuming the spray, in spite of medical and other complaints, the decision makers have made it evident that want to wait to see the scope of the adverse health effects.  In all of Europe they practice the  Precautionary Principle, which means no chemical is released to the public unless it has already been proven to be safe.  We need that philosophy here,  Of some 75000 chemicals in out environment, only about 10% have been partially checked for safely and most have never been proven to be safe for children, the unborn, infants, children, pregnant women or the elderly. To prove a chemical is harmful in the USA you must prove what made you ill, and then find others with similar health issues so you can file a class action suit.
HOPE- Helping Our Peninsula’s Environment is an active public group and they can help the public become more aware of the pros and cons of the spraying with Chechmate. 
Practical Answers:
If you are concerned, get away at the time of the spraying.  Sprays drift so go several miles away.
1. Go someplace else overnight and until the safety is evaluated more completely, 
2. Check your pulse, blood pressure and breathing with a Peak Flow Meter (if you have asthma) to determine when it might be safe to return if you are concerned. If these are elevated during or after the spraying, notice how long it takes before these indicators return to normal.
3. Keep young children and pets off the grass for 1- 2 days. 

4. Take antioxidants such as Vitamin C and glutathione. 

5. Drink lots of liquids to excrete chemicals in urine

6. Exercise to help excrete through the skin and lungs. 
7. Take saunas to help excrete in the skin. 
8. Be sure your bowels are moving well to excrete in the chemicals in the bowel movements. 
In Summary: If there is no significant evident of agricultural damage and no emergency, why have the decision makers chosen to use a method that is more expensive and possibly unsafe for humans to control a questionable moth problem.   
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