Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger






November 1, 2007

State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:
Immediate Halt to Aerial Pesticide Spraying for the Light Brown Apple Moth 

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger,

On behalf of community members and our members in Monterey and Santa Cruz Counties, we urge you to stop the spraying of pesticides over our communities, and seek safer, more effective alternatives. We applaud your recent efforts to protect our communities by ordering the disclosure of the ingredients to be sprayed over our communities. We hope that you will provide the necessary leadership to the California Department of Food and Agriculture to consider alternatives to aerial spraying that are less intrusive and potentially toxic.

As you know, the California Department of Food and Agriculture proposed a series of aerial pesticide applications to control the spread of the invasive light brown apple moth (LBAM). The agency was able to fast-track aerial applications of the pesticide after the Environmental Protection Agency granted an emergency exemption. Despite recommendations from the agency’s own Technical Working Group (TWG) against aerial pesticide application, calling it “the least effective method,” CDFA proceeded with spraying in late September and October. 

We respectfully request that you lead CDFA in the right direction by ordering the agency to stop the aerial applications, and modify its eradication program to use the least-toxic or Integrated Pesticide Management (IPM) options—such as pheromone-baited “sticky traps” or dispensers to control current and future moth populations. 

After the initial spraying in September, more than 120 people in Monterey County’s spray zone reported illnesses and symptoms of pesticide poisoning. Several severe cases required emergency procedures to restore breathing and subsequent hospitalizations. For example, an 11-month-old boy was hospitalized twice, and during both episodes he stopped breathing. According to his physician, he has permanent lung damage due these episodes.
CDFA officials have agreed that these pesticide products deserve further testing. At a hearing on October 23, several citizens asked if the entire formula of Checkmate OLR-F and Checkmate LBAM-F had ever been tested. Officials admitted that, in fact, they had never been tested on any plant, animal, or marine species. The completed product contains toxic substances such as toluene, polyvinyl alcohol, and sodium phosphates. These products were never meant to be released into the air or introduced into the lungs via an aerial spraying. They are hazardous to lung tissue; the warning labels on the products clearly state that inhalation is to be avoided. Yet they, along with many other dangerous chemicals, are present in both Checkmate products.

The pesticides being sprayed over Monterey and Santa Cruz Counties are unproven and unsafe. We urge you to protect our communities from aerial spraying, and to support safer, less invasive alternatives.

Sincerely,

Elsa Dooling

Coordinator

Coalition for Sustainable Action

Rebecca Pieken

Coordinator

Stop Overhead Spraying

Paul Schramski

State Director

Pesticide Watch

Levonne Stone

Executive Director

Fort Ord Environmental Justice Network (FOEJN)

